il Transport
i? this particular distance that is most suited for motor
competition, and with the alignment of roads exactly
parallel to the railway, the competition becomes all the
keener. This problem will be investigated into when we
come to survey the position of the road motor industry in
our economy. Suffice it to say here that the railways have
had to reduce their rates to meet those of their competitor.
It is a well known fact that the cost basis of motor
transport under present conditions is nearly 4-5 pies per
mile. This is truly an uneconomic rate which the railways
would find it very difficult to meet, since their expenses
are very heavy.
Many have been the complaints received about the
hardships of third class travel. Passenger traffic, especially
on branch lines, leaves a great deal to be desired. There
Is not a sufficiently frequent train service commensurate
with need, and the train connections at junctions are
inconvenient. Each railway report prides itseli on its
achievement of this, that and the other. It is constantly
brought to our notice that the railways are doing their best
to minimise the evil, and, inspite of their best endeavours,
they have failed to achieve it. For example, one has to
wait sometimes at Trichinopolv junction for hours on end
for a connecting train with either Dindigul or Erode.
The worst of it is that some of these connecting trains
never run to time so that one misses his connection. The
Pollachi-Dindigul line is a good example of this. It is this
that is the cause of the roads sweeping off the traffic from
the rail. Any day, railway travel is more comfortable
than motor bus travel. One has only to get himself
sandwiched in a bus seething with humanity on a liot
summer's day to appreciate the relative comfort of a
railway compartment
Loog distance third class travel needs great attention.
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